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MR. WEBE: 

To mos t  of you here i n  t k i s  audience, the men OR t h i s  stage are familiar 
f igures ,  but t o  the television audience I should l i k e  t o  introduce them because 
each ha6 had a most important p a r t  i n  the Mercury Program and the success of 
the f l i g h t  yesterday. F i r s t  or; my l e f t , I  should l i k e  t o  introduce the Commander 
of the Atlantic Missile Range, Major General Leighton I. Davis of the Department 
of Defense. General Davis. 

Dr. Eberhard Reea, Deputy Director of NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center, 
representing Dr. Werner Von Braun today. 
Launch Operations of the Marshall Space Fl ight  Center. 

And Dr. Kurt Debus, the Director of 

And on my r igh t ,  first,l)r. William K. Douglas, Astronaut's personal 
Mr, Walter C. W i l l i a m s ,  Project  Mercury Operations Director, and physician. 

Mr. Robert R. Gilruth, Directsr of Project Mercury. 

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen. There w a s  no o f f i c i a l  secrecy when Gus G r i s s o m ,  
the man you want t o  question this afternoon, departed from Cape Canaveral so 
dramatically yesterday on the nose of a rocket. 
services  a l l  the world followed th is  h i s t o r i c  event. Similarly, there is no 
secrecy today as he returns t o  t e l l  us  what it is l i ke  to  venture beyond t h i s  
Earth's atmosphere and how it fee l s  to fur ther ,as  he d id , th i s  pioneering e f fo r t .  

Indeed, through your news 

I could present Captain Grissom as an aeronaut, a t e a t  p i lo t ,  a graduate 
of t h a t  school of experimental f lying through which over the 58 years since 
the Wright brothers flew, a handful of brave men have taken the personal r i s k s  
necessary t o  prove i n  f l i g h t  the new a i r c r a f t  ideas and cidsigns wi i i c i i  LIW- 

benef i t  so many mill ions through air  transport  and add so much t o  our national 
securi ty .  

I could present him as  one of the seven Astronauts. These seven men have 
devoted almost three years of the i r  l i ves  t o  providing the p i l o t  elenent i n  
the Mercury system, u t i l i z i n g  our most advance science and technology fo r  
the purpose of producing machines capable of aiding man i n  exploring and ex- 
tending h i s  knowledge of the universe and using such knowledge for  peaceful 
purposes .... f o r  the benefi t  of a l l  manking. 

Astronaut G r i s s o m  is a l l  of these and more. As a member of that large 
and able  group of devoted men and women -- the world-wide Mercury team which 
planned and carr ied out yesterday's f l i g h t  -- he does much more than f ly .  
par t ic ipated i n  the decisions through which t h i s  team drives fomard t o  f ind 
new and b e t t e r  ways fo r  man t o  carry the essent ia l s  of h i s  Earth eriJironment 
with him as he rockets out t o  explore and master space. 

He 

Aviation has taken 58 years to  reach the point a t  which it is today, 
Modern rocketry is  only 35 years old. 
Goddard proved the correctness of h i s  theories by an experimental f l i gh t .  
Chly ten per cent of tha t  time span of 35 years represents the period of 
o r b i t a l  f l i g h t  -- s t a r t i ng  with Sputnik I. 

That is the t i m e  span since Dr. Robert 
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We see i n  the Plercury-Redstone 4 f l i g h t  yesterday c lear  indication of a 
much, much nore rapid reLe of development than w e  ever saw i n  aviation. And 
this is going to  be stepped up t o  an even f a s t e r  pace. 
Astronaut G r i s s o m  vas ge t t ing  dried out by the U. S. N a v y ,  President Kennedy 
yesterday w a s  signing into 
program to press forward i n  space exploration -- par t icu lar ly  manned space 
exploration. 
a h s t  impossible with too th in  a margin, we now are going t o  devote more 
adequate resources. 
leadershi? impro7.e but every phase of our national economy and capacity for  
economic growth benefi t  a 

About the time 

l a w  an ac t  of Congress that  blueprints a bold 

This means that  where i n  the p a s t  w e  have t r i e d  t o  do the 

Not only w i l l  our capacity f o r  world technological 

Now, in recognition of a l l  h i s  services,  it is my happy pr ivi lege t o  
present t o  Captain Virgi l  I. G r i s s o m  the National Aeronautics and Space 
ikh in is t ra r ion  Distkguished Service Medal. This medal has been awarded to  
only two other men, the most recent award going t o  Astronaut Alan B. Shepard. 
President Kevredy and Vice President Johnson have asked me to express the i r  
thanks to you and indeed the thanks of the e n t i r e  nation. .(Applause) 

Congratulations, 

And ncw I would l i ke  to ask Mr. Gilruth, the Director of Project Mercury 
Mr. Gilruth. io read the c i t a t i o n  for  the Distinguished Service Medal Award. 

ai- L u .  Gifratf;: Tfre ?.!szfo;;z', . , k r m ~ ~ t i c s  arrd Space -rldarirziettation awards to 
Virgi l  I. Grissm the NASA Distinguished Service Medal fo r  outstanding contr i -  
butions t o  space technology. . one of the f i r s t  by United States 
Astronauts,wasan outstanding contribution t o  the advancement of human know- 
ledge of technology and a demonstration of man's capabi l i t i es  i n  suborbital  
space f l i g h t .  Signed and Sealed i n  Washington, D. C. th ia  21st day of July, 1961. 
By James E. Webb, Administrator, and Hugh L. Dryden, Deputy Administrator. 

H i s  f l i g h t ,  

And now I p resmt  t o  you a s  aeronaut, as astronaut and recipient  of the 
Distinguished Service Medal of the NASA, Captain %s Grissom. 

Captain Gus G r i s s o m :  Befora I ge t  s t a r t ed  today t e l l i n g  you a few of 
the de t a i l s ,  or as many of the d e t a i l s  a s  we can cover, of my recent f l i gh t ,  
I would like to  pay homage t o  some of the people without whom w e  j u s t  wouldn't 
be able  t o  make these flijghts, and these are the lad ies  s i t t i n g  on my r igh t .  
S ta r t ing  with M r s .  Slayton. Mrs. Carpenter. And the two Cooper g i r l s ,  and 
1h-s. Cooper, Mrs. Shepard, whom you have seen rnany times, and her daugher. 
i hn ie  Glen2 and her two f ine  children and Mrs. Schirra. There are many fellows 
over there w50 a re  pre t ty  inportant to the team, but I knjw you have seen those 
guys a couple of tines. Let them s i t .  

Okay, t o  start  with, w e  might as w e l l  start r i g h t  out with launch, and go 
through some of the things tha t  I thought were ra ther  in te res t ing  i n  tbe f l i g h t ,  
and, of course, the f i r s t  thing is l i f t - o f f ,  and the rocket ac tua l ly  l i gh t s  off 
and you hear the noise, and you feel  the thrus t ,  and the thing starts t o  move, 
and the g ' s  gradually bGtld up. The f i r s t  thing tha t  occurred r e a l l y  I think 
tha t  would be of i n t e re s t  to a l l  of you is the vibrat ion tha t  occurrs a t  just  
abo-it 36,000 f ee t  as w e  start going through Mach 1. 
caused A1 a l i t t l e  bFt oE n problem Dn his f l i g h t .  

This is the vibrat ion tha t  
W e  have changed t h i s  capsule 
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sone and put lo some daupiag material, and changed some aerodynanic bearings, 
so tha t  the vibrat ion chat I received wasn't nearly as bad as what Al hac? axd 
although there was some there, i t  trasn't anything t o  be concerned aboirt. 
could see all. my i n s t m e n t s  c lear ly  and I could communicate c lear ly  tkrozgtdout, 
and so t h i s  is one problem I think w e  have licked. 
occurred, I w a s  lmking out the window as you a l l  know w e  have a so-called large 
p ic ture  window tha t  is about l -2e  a key hole t o  me -- it i s  a big windm anyway 
f o r  a space f l i g h t  I guess. The next thing, I w a s  looking out the w h d m  and 
chere w a s  Dothing but blue sky above m e .  W e  j u s t  passed through one l i t t l e  t h in  
layer  of clouds that w e r e  s t i l l  around the Cape, aqd a l l  of a sudden, or ra ther  
rapidly at least, the sky changed fram blue t o  pi tch black. It went, j u s t  i n  
secorrds, from ti beautiful  blue t o  a p i tch  black, and as soon as it turned black, 
these was a star s ight  i n  the center of my windshield, and I knew I had lost 
two steak d i m e r s  r5gb.t then. I guess I w i l l  have t o  pay off tonight, 81, I 
don't know. %t the sky w a s  very black, arid things were p re t ty  normal, as you 
woulc! expect an the l a u x h  then, up u i t i l  the the,  w e l l  they were normal a l l  
the way, but up t o  the time the escape rocket w a s  f i red ,  which occurs a t  booster 
cut-off,  I went from six g's down to zero g suddenly. 
a t  t h i s  time, and leaves the capsule, and I heard it go and I saw it go, and the 
thing went off  with two streams of smoke, which came on each s ide  of the window. 
The escape rocket went o f f ,  went off to  the r igh t ,  and I watched it fo r  several 
seconds. I could see the tail of the rocket with a l i t t l e  l igh t ,  and s a w  it 
keep r igh t  on going. With a l l  the speed w e  had then and a l l  the thrust w e  had 
on tha t  rocket I have no idea haw f a r  i t  went, but it r ea l ly  took off, and this 
was very camforting. This w a s  one of the pa r t s  of the  f l i g h t  w e  were most con- 
cerned about, being sure tha t  the rocket leaves, because our recovery parachutes 
are r igh t  under i t , ' w e  have t o  get  r i d  of it. This i s  the f i r s t  h d i c a t i o n  tha t  
w e  have rea l ly ,  tha t  the f l i g h t  is  going t o  go good. When i t  went of f ,  I r e a l l y  
f e l t  good. 
before it  is cut loose from the booster, and this occurred. The clamp r ing  
re leases  am! the poshgrades f i r e ;  tha t  shoves the capsule away from the booster. 
There is  no doubt when t h i s  occurred e i t h e r  - the ' I h d  bang. 
rockets f i r e  and I f e l t  the push of the rocket push%% me away from the capsule -- pushing me avay from the rocket, I iun sorry. Then the capsule stayed steady 
fo r  i t s  f ive  secmds for  damping, and then it s t a r t ed  i ts  turn-around. A t  t h i s  
t i m e  I w a s  s t i l l  looking lip i n to  the black sky. 1 couldn't see any more stars; 
I only saw t ha t  one. 
the turn-around. 
a l i t t l e  concerned at  t h i s  time. 
come r igh t  i n  across my face, and possibly hlind me, because there w a s  a dis- 
t i n c t  shaf t  of l ight coming i n  the cockpit and it s o r t  of cane around across 
my s u i t ,  but i t  r e a l l y  didn't ge t  close t o  my face, Then the horizon cane in to  
view, with the e.iirt.lr, and t h i s  is the thing t h t  i s  r e a l l y  fascinating. I 
don't know how t o  descrise it, but the ear th  was very bright.  
couldn't see any lard. I could see the horizon, a very round horizon, and 
vex-:? l i gh t  wispy c i r rus  clouds. 
ix with a s o r t  of a l i g h t  blve a t  the bottom and fading in to  a darker biue; 
there  is a very- fuzzy edge tha t  i s  probably going from blue to  black, and 
then very black e-rer-jwhere - a very black sky a l l  over. There is  an even 

I 

And the next thing tha t  

The escape rocket f i r e s  

After the escape rocket leaves there  is  about a ten  second period 

I heard the 

I w a s  still  lookirrg up i n  the black sky, and it  s t a r t ed  
I could see the sun shining through the window, aod I w a s  

I w a s  a f r a id  the sun w a s  going t o  shtne, 

A t  t h i s  t ime I 

Then there i s  a baDd around the ear th ,  start- 
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border a l l  armnd the par t  of the horizon I could seeo 
t i n e  w a s  on the order of 600 miles to me and a l i t t l e  later it got up to  
as f a r  as 800 m i l e s ,  as I reached apogee, and I could see qui te  a wide arc 
arou2d the earth. 

The horizon a t  t h i s  

I s t a r t ed  my pitch and yaw movement t o  check out the manual osntrol  

I kept wanting to peek out 

And it w a s  probably because I w a s  

aystea, and I w a s  so fascinated by this v i e w  out the window tha t  I had 
d i f f i c u l t y  concentrating on the inst-nts. 
the window, which i s  what I did, and I probably didn't do as good a job 
cov t ro l l i i g  as I would have l iked to. 
dividing my a t t en t i an  between the window and the instruments; maybe there 
w a s  a sl7-t problem with the control system - it had one nozzle up tha t  
w a s  szicking open and t h i s  may have caused me some problem, but when w e  ge t  
mr talezletry records deciphered, maybe w e  can determine whether i t  w a s  me 
o r  the control system o r  both, 
came to  w a s  r e t r o  f i r e .  I made a yaw i e f t  maneuver to look d a m  the coast 
of Florida, t o  the southern t i p  of Fla . ,  hoping to  be able t o  see M i a m i ,  
Cuba and maybe the Yucatan Peninsula, but things w e r e  qui te  hazy. The high 
c i r r u s  clouds obscured most of the land. I did see, evidently, part of the 
coast of Florida here, j u s t  a b i t  of it, but not enough to  ident i fy  any por- 
t i on  of it. A1 gave me my mark a t  four minutes and t h i r t y  seconds t o  re turn 

re turn  t o  r e t r o  Attitude and I w a s  having a l i t t l e  b i t  of d i f f i c u l t y  get- 
t ing back in to  a t t i tude .  
I wanted it to move. 
f ire.  A 1  gave me a countdown to  ret ro f i r e  and we f i r ed  i t  manually, and 
there is no doubt when the r e t ros  f i r e  e i ther .  Up tu t h i s  point, I had a 
d i s t i q c t  feel ing tha t  I w a s  actually r id ing  backwards. I am not sure whether 
t h i s  5s something that  I had b u i l t  in  my mind beforehand, o r  I w a s  sensing 
the ear th  receding, o r  w h a t  it was .  I can' t  define it right now. When the 
rocket f l r e d  there w a s  a very d i s t inc t  fee l ing  that I had changed d i rec t ion  
and was going forward. I intended to  look out the window, as I controlled 
the r e t r o  f i r e .  I w a s  looking out the window when the f i r s t  one f i r e d  and 
I imm&iiately changed my reference to  the instruments inside, and t h i s  is 
something e l s e  I haven't been able to explain to  myself r igh t  now. I went 
f rom the window, back inside, to  the instruments. But I controlled r e t r o  
fire, and cantrolled i t  within limits, p re t ty  w e l l ,  I think. As soon as the 
r e t ros  were f i red ,  I looked out the window and Cape Canaveral w a s  r i gh t  i n  
front  of LIE, j u s t  as clear as a bel l .  
than it  should have been. 
a hundred m i l e s  up, because the Cape w a s  very d i s t inc t .  
Island, the B a n a n a  River and the Indian River. 
moving on down south of us here; again I w a s  ra ther  fascinated.  I went 
ahead and did the things I w a s  programmed to do,  such as arming the r e t r o  
rockets, r e t r o  package je t t i son ,  switching t o  rate command control system 
and wi t ch ing  to  H. F. radio. I switched t o  H. F. radio and I t r i ed  to  
report the tremendous view I had, but evidently no one w a s  reading me;  a t  
least no back a t  the Cape here w a s  reading me; so I switched back t o  my 
UHF radio.again and s t a r t ed  my normal reporting procedures. The r e t r o  
rocket package had je t t isoned r ight  on t i m e ,  and I glanced down in to  the 
periscope j u s t  f o r  a few seconds. About t h i s  time I s a w  two of the r e t r o  
rockets f loa t ing  around in  underneath the capsule evidently. I could see 

After the yaw maneuver, the next thing we 

It seemed like the capsule was  moving slower than 
But we got it back pre t ty  c lose to the t i m e  of r e t r o  

It seemed l i k e  it  w a s  a l o t  c loser  
A t  t h i s  t i m e  it r ea l ly  didn't seem l i k e  I w a s  

I could see the Cape and 
I could see Merritt 
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them i n  the periscope. 
I would. 
it. 

But I never did see the booster as we thbught 
Evidently it w a s  down below me, and I never did get  a view of 

About t h i s  t i m e  the periscope retracted on schedule, and i t  came 
t i m e  to pi tch up to  re-entry a t t i t ude  t o  ge t  ready t o  make my re-entry 
back in to  the atmosphere. 
and s ta r ted  looking out the window again, t o  see stars, but I wasn't able 
t o  see any again. The sky w a s  very black. But I think maybe the reason I 
wasn't able t o  see any again, w a s  because the sun w a s  shining in  from close 
behind me, and there w a s  an alminized surface on the base of the window 
and t h i s  was ref lect ing in to  the cockpit qui te  badly. This m i g h t  very w e l l  
have prevented me from seeing any stars. 

I pitched t o  nty 14 degree re-entry a t t i t ude ,  

From there on I went in to  the re-entry, t o  the g build-up. 
.05 g l igh t .  
than a g, which is less than any of us can fee l ,  of course. 
and knew the re-entry was ge t t ing  s tar ted.  
s t a r t i n g  to  build, and checked the accelerometer. I only had half  a g a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  I'd been through the weightless period, and I evidently f e l t  the f i r s t  
l i t t l e  increment of g that  came on. Then I went back to  checking some instru- 
ments and looking out the window and the next t i m e  I recorded any g's  was  at 
s i x  g. I h i t  about 10.2 
g ' s  09 re-entry. Then they came off. 

mere "6s a lolic? -- sst A G E O L  a r&cssbfz&le roar. 
sure how loud i t  w a s  but a roar that w a s  qui te  evident, through t h i s  phase 
of the f l i gh t .  As I passed 
through about 65,000 f e e t - I  think it w a s  65,000 - it may have been higher 
than th i s ,  I s ta r ted  seeing contrai ls  out the window. 
vapor trails tha t  were coming fronrthe base of the capsule from the heat shield 
area.  
p i l o t s  on one of the recovery airplanes. 
t ha t  s ta r ted  very high, and could see them a long way down. 
the way he spotted the capsule. 

I got the 

I got this light 
W e  have an indicator that  senses five-hundredths of a g, less 

I reported tha t  the g's were 

Then I called them a t  six, nine, and on up t o  ten. 
This was  very smooth during t h i s  t ime .  

ni- I." L U G 3 . L C L l i I l .  cc,+- I 

From then on things w e r e  again s t i l l  normal. 

These were white, wispy 

These continued f o r  qui te  some time. Today I talked with one of the 
He said he could see these cont ra i l s  

In f a c t  tha t  is 

The next event tha t  occurred was the drogue chute deployment. € could 
hear the drogue motor f i r i n g  and see the drogue pulled r igh t  out and blossan. 
This made me f e e l  real good. 
probabi l i ty  I w a s  going t o  get  a good main chute. 
about w a s  the main chute deployment. As the drogue deployed, a small g b u i l t  
up there. It w a s  j u s t  comforting, i s  about the only way I could describe it. 
W e  proceeded rapidly on down t o  main chute a l t i t ude ;  it deployed a t  about 
11,000 fee t ,  or  s l i gh t ly  below, and as the main chute came out, I could see 
it  come out - could see it stream, and see i t  reef.  IC c e s  out i n  a reefed 
conditior,, not a f u l l y  opened condition, of course. It s o r t  of divides the 
shock in to  two loads, ra ther  than one big shock. I s a w  r t t  in the reefed 
coxift ion,  I could see one hundred per cent of the 
chute. 
a full chute then. 
of the chute. 

I knew with t h i s  drogue out t ha t  in  a l l  
The next thing t o  worry 

I could see a l l  of it. 
I s a w  the reefing cucters cut the l i n e  and the chute blossom out i n to  

Through the window I could see about seventy f ive  per cent 
Again t h i s  Was one of the most comforting sights i n  the f l i gh t .  
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Yes,  I knew I w a s  i n  good shape then. The chute w a s  very nearly perfect ,  
There was o m  small r i p  i n  it - a l i t t le  t r iangular  r i p  about six h c h e s  on a 
s ide and there w a s  one other -11 hole - I'd guess about the s i ze  of a quarter, 
and this made rtle f e e l  p re t ty  good, 
and made, the normal reports  tha t  I planned t o  make - reading off inSt-zts 
and givirg my condition t o  a few people tha t  w e r e  worried about me -- someplace 
or other. As we approached the water, I could see it  coming up though  the 
periscope so I w a s  prepared f o r  the landing shock. 
p re t ty  good thump but nothing tha t  would jar me o r  h a m  anyone o r  stun anyone 
or even daze you. 
to take it and that ' s  cer ta in ly  no problem iz the landing. 

Coming down i n  the chute then T. went d e a d  

This wasn't bad a t  a l l  - a 

It w a s  j u s t  a good so l id  thump and I w a s  i n  a good psa i t ian  

The capsule tipped sort of on i ts  l e f t  side, rol led over on i t s  l e f t  side. 

The reserve chute is cp i n  
The parachute compartment cylindrical  section on top went completely under the 
w a t e r  and out the window ax1 I coald see w a s  water. 
t h i s  area and it s o r t  of tends t o  hold the capsule down. 
minute going ahead and eject ing this. 
switch, we c a ~  ge t  r i d  of the reserve chute but I decided it w a s  best  t o  w a i t  
and see i f  the capsule would come up a l i t t l e  b i t  and ge t  t h i s  reserve chute 
out of the w a t e r  so w e  could make sure it came out and i t  dtd. 
very slowly when the window cante up out of the w a t e r  about half  way, 
declded the tower w a s  p re t ty  w e l l  out of the w a t e r  so I je t t isoned th s  reserve 
chute and then the capsule cane up very rapidly. Within a period of twenty of 
thhrty seconds, it righted i t s e l f  t o  a v e r t i c a l  position. 
were -.'e- -mil sc the c=pmle was  s i d ! . ~ ~  pretty comfortable at t h i s  t-he and 
I f e l t  I was in  very good condition, 
heEkspLers and they w e r e  OR t h e i r  way t o  pick 
t y  for a few miwtes  while I made a &art of switch posi t ions and quant i t ies  
and t h i s  s o r t  of thing that would go r igh t  on back with the capsule t o  the 
Cape here. 
took 3,ff my heimet. 
one s u i t  i n l e t  hose which w a s  providing me with c o o l i ~ ~ .  
discazmected except the coma leads t o  the hehet.  
€tom the r ing on the s u i t  and rol led up the neck dam 80 t ha t  i f  I d i d  get  oxt, 
if anything occurred, I would a t  leas t  f loa t .  
a l l  day. 

I considered for a 
W e  can switch - by manipulatioz of a 

It came up 
I 

The wave h e i g h  

I ' d  already been i n  contact with the 
up and I asked them t o  s tad 

After I'd got & l s  d m  - w e l l  ac tua l ly  before I s ta r ted  tha t  - I 

Everything else was 
I unstrapped myself and disconnected everything except szy 

I disconnected the helmet 

That w a s  the  bas t  thirrg I d i d  

I finished the switch chart and cal led the hel icopter  and to ld  him I 
w a s  ready to come out, and as soon as he had hold of the capsule and was ready 
fo r  me t o  come out, t o  give me a cal l .  
capsule, take off my heI.net, and blow the  hatch. 

A t  t ha t  time I would power d a m  the 

While he was coming in, I decided to go ahead and get a 1Zfttl.e head start 
on. himsand took off the cover on the detonator tha t  blows the  explosive hatch 
off and tossed i t  down tcward my feet. 
the detonator out, So tha t  'e :flat3 

a l l  set, and waiting fo r  him, and walting fo r  him, and l a i d  back dawa or: the 
couch, and he gave m e  a cal l  and said he w a s  on f i n a l  and I kaew tha t  he would 
pick me up i n  ten o r  f i f t e e n  seconds. 
business, and Pow! - the hatch went. I looked up and I saw nothing but blue 
sky and water s t a r t fng  t o  come i n  over the sill. SS I tossed by helmet o f f ,  
The only two m e s  I remember making were tqssing my helmet: off  and grabbiag 
the i2s-ruzaen~ panel; I don't riwab-.: gs ing  mt t3e J m :  . '€%e c.3;)t.er pi lo^ 

I the2 palled the sa fe ty  p i2  that holds 
You have t o  pull  i t  before you can f i r e  it. 

I w a s  just layizlg there  minding my awn 
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said the door came off ,  immediately followed by myself, allmost one motion. 
Withour: a doubt that was the biggest shock a l l  day, t o  me - t o  see tha t  door 
go off. 
i n  p re t ty  good shape. 
high, because the s u i t  does f l o a t  quite w e l l  iF -  the water, with the neck dam 
on. ik had already cut  the antenna. 
The antenna was gone and he was  grappling f o r  the loop on top of the capsule, 
and it w a s  s i rking ra ther  rapidly. It looked like t o  me he w a s  having d i f f i -  
cu l ty  get t ing hold of it, but actual ly  I guess he wasn't. This w a s  the f i r s t  
t y 5 n e  he had t r i e d  to saag it. So I clambered Over t o  the capsule which w a s  
only four or  f ive  f ee t  away and was going t o  maybe help him put the hook on 
it ,  but be4ore I got there he actually had it hooked. 

I went irzto the water. h c k i l y  I had the neck dam up. I f e l t  I w a s  
I vas floating qui te  high i n  the water, about armpit 

I saw the helicopter there, very close. 

I saw him l i f t  h i s  pole, and the hook w a s  on, and the hook dropped off 
the pole, which i s  nornal, but at t h i s  t ime i t  did not look very normal t o  
nte, and I tho "Oh, he lost it  again." The capsule ac tua l ly  sank and went 
below the w a r  The hel icopter  pulled it  free,  and as he pulled it up, I 
thought, Well ,  w e  are in  good shape again, w e  have got it a l l ,  and he would 
pick me up as soon as it  ge t s  f ree  of the water." 

The hel icopter  moved on away s l igh t ly ;  probably he moved a l i t t l e  b i t  
and I got caught i n  the  ro to r  wash and got blown awaya 
of h i s  rotor  wash and he w a s  having d i f f i cu l ty ,  as you probably already 
heard, ge t t ing  the capsule out of the water. He couldn't l i f t  it. He ran 
in to  an engine problem, at  least we think now it w a s  an engine problem. 
couldnOt l i f t  i t  free. 
there  were four 0- I don't remember seeing but three. I w a s  caught i n  the 
center  of a l l  three of them and couldn't get  to any of them. 

I got blown outside 

He 
There were three hel icopters  there, T guess ac tua l ly  

I saw the second hel icopter  move in, put h i s  horse c o l l a r  down t o  pick 
I t r i e d  t o  get me up - t h i s  thing hanging d m  in the water t o  pick me up. 

over to him, but I w a s  havizlg d i f f i cu l ty  ge t t ing  through h i s  ro tor  wash, and 
also I 'd  neglected t o  close a port  down on my su i t ,  where the i n l e t  hose comes 
ir_, and w a s  ge t t ing  w a t e r  i n  my su i t ,  
w a t e r  all the t i m e ,  and it was quite hard to s t ay  a f loa t .  
the  helfcopter got i n  close enough to rn - he w a s  having trouble ge t t ing  
any c loser  to me because the other hel icopter  s t i l l  had hold of the capsule 
and couldn't ge t  i n  to him. 
did g e t  i n  c lose enough f o r  me  t o  get hold of the sling, and everything w a s  
p r e t t y  good fo r  me from then onp They picked me r igh t  out of it sild got me 
onto the U, S, S. Randolph, of course. 

I w a s  ge t t ing  lower and lower i n  the 
But eventually, 

But some way o r  other the Marine copter p i l o t  

I think tha t  is about a l l  I can have the t i m e  t o  say about the f l i gh t .  
I w i l l  be glad to  en te r t a in  any questions at  t h i s  time. 

Q: Is it  as in te res t ing  up there as Ccmmaiuier Shepard says it is? 

A: It ce r t a in ly  is; I resonmead the t r i p  t o  everyone. 
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Q:: Could the hat& possibly have gone off i n  space? 

A: I don't think SO. 1 thlnk this w a s  an operational problem, 

I think probably i f  I hadn't pulled the safety pin, 
althou&i w e  are not sure a t  t h i s  time. 
to come off i n  space. 
maybe it wouldn't have gone - I don't know. 
have t o  investigate. 

W e  w e r e  prepared for the hatch 

This is something we s t i l l  

Q: Captain, did you f e e l  you were in danger in the water or a t  any 
t i m e  in  f l t gh t?  

A: W e l l ,  I was scared a good portion of the time, I guess t h i s  is 
a p re t ty  good indication. 

Q: You were what? 

A: Scared! Okay? 

Q: Ca-ptain, in the radio t ranscr ipt ,  there  is mention &out not being 
Could you elaborate and explain t~ u s  what able t o  ge t  a door pin back in. 

t h i s  is about? 

A: Yes. Whei an explosive hatch is  f i red ,  it goes about 25 f ee t ,  This 
is  a hazard t o  anyone around the capsule when they are working on it, ge t t ing  
any of us Tn on the gantry. It i s  a hazard t o  recovery people, i n  case w e  
should be injured i n  the capsule and chey have to bluw the hatch from the out- 
side. So they have two r e s t r a i n t  wires on the inside. They are s o f t  i ron 
w i r e s  that are hooked both t o  the docr a d  t o  the s i l l  of the capsule, so i f  the 
door is exploded from the outside o r  opened any t i m e  with these w i r e s  on it, 
the soft irori w i r e s  s t re tch  and absorb the energy of the  door and stop it very 
close to  the capsule. That way, anyone around won't ge t  hur t .  Our procedure 
on the gzmtry is tha t  &en they put the door on, they fas ten  these pins so 
tha t  anyone working on the gantry knows tha t  they a r e  safe  i f  they are back 
a l i t t l e  way from the door. 

Jus t  p r ior  t o  launch, Deke (Slaytor.) gave me a c a l l  t o  take the pins 
out at above f ive  minutes pr ior  to launch, so i f  I wanted t o  blow the hatch 
i n  f l i g h t ,  i t  would come clean and not be attached to  the capsule. These are 
two l i t t l e  safety pins tha t  as2 attached t o  the bottom of the wire. 

Then our procedure is, a f t e r  the main chute is deployed on re-entry, 
t o  put thess two pins back in,  so any recovery people that  come to get  us 
out,  in  case we are injured on landing, are f a i r l y  ce r t a in  tha t  the door 
w i l l  be restrained and won't go €he 25 f e e t .  

After the main chute came out, I t r i e d  to get these two pins i n  and had 
d i f f i c u l t y  get t ing one of them in.  I couldn't see i t ;  I couldn't physically 
see the Fin and so I gave a c a l l  to recovery forces  tha t  the pin might not be 
in,  and t o  be aware of i t .  
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Q: Captain, w i l l  you tel l  us about the manual controls? You said you 
had d i f f i c u l t y  with sluggishness with the manual controls? 
version o r  the old? 

Was i t  the new 

A: These were new valveso I guess they are a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f fe ren t  
from the valves tha t  Al had, but not much. They are basical ly  the same 
valves. They work the same way. I think, I am not sure, but I think tha t  
maybe one valve might have been s t icking open a l i t t l e  b i t ,  and put t ing 
i n  a r o l l  rate f o r  ae, that I had d i f f i cu l ty  taking out. I f e l t  tha t  the 
capsule w a s  moving a l i t t l e  b i t  slower than w e  had been used to  i n  simula- 
t ions  and i n  our prpcedures t ra iner .  
b ig  hurry a t  t h i s  the. 
thrash out a l i t t l e  b i t  later when w e  ge t  a l l  the T. M. records. 

But again, maybe I w a s  i n  an extra  
This is something tha t  we  w i l l  so r t  of have t o  

Q: 
shape here?" 

What do you mean by the statement, "We are not i n  very good 

A: This sounds like the time just pr ior  t o  r e t r o f i r e  when I w a s  
I wanted to  be i n  zero r o l l  and ta lking about my r e t r o f i r e  a t t i tude .  

zero pi tch and t h i r t y  four degree r e t r o f i r e  a t t i t ude .  
la te  in  returning t o  r e t r o f i r e  a t t i t ude  and I w a s  indicating that I wasn't 
i n  as good an a t t i t u d e  as I wanted to  be when I f i r e d  the retrorockets.  

I w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  

Q: After the main chute deployment you w e r e  quoted as saying, "It's 
b e t t e r  than it  was,Chuck.ll 

A: Well, I don't know of any Chuck tha t  I w a s  ta lking to and I don't 
If I said that, I'm not sure what I w a s  re fe r r ing  to.  r e c a l l  saying that .  

I can't answer t ha t .  

Q: A t  one point during the theyaccord ing  to  the t ranscr ip t ,  you said,  
"There's a l o t  of s tuf f  f loa t ing  around." Clarify th i s .  

A: R i g h t  a f t e r  I got t o  zero g, I glanced around the cockpit and there 
was some debris  f loa t ing  around.-- there w a s  a washer f loa t ing  around Over t o  ~ 

the r igh t ;  some other s tuf f  t ha t  looked like it w a s  probably d i r t  and normal 
things that would ge t  on the f loor  of any airplane.  

Q: Captain, when you said you were scared, w a s  i t  a t  any par t icu lar  
point,  o r  were you talking i n  general? 

A: No, I have been scared a few t imes  before and i t  w a s  a s o r t  of 
general statement, I guess. 

Q: What happened t o  the inf la tab le  l i f e  r a f t ?  

A: Well, the l i f e  r a f t  was in the cockpit with me. The hel icopter  w a s  
on its way t o  pikk me  upo 
needed t o  use it, and when the hatch went off, my f i r s t  thought w a s  t o  get  out. 

I thought I w a s  i n  good shape. I didn ' t  think I 
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Q: 

time the hatch blew and the capsule went under water the f i r s t  t i m e ,  f i l l i n g  
with w a t e r ?  

Do you have an impression as t o  how much t ime elapsed between the 

A: I don't have any real feel ing of the time. It w a s  a matter of seconds -- I am sure, not more than ten or f i f t e e n  seconds. It cguldn't have been 
very long. 

Q: Was the TV f i lm of your face in the capsule? 

A: 
W e  did have two movie cameras, of course, and they were l o s t  with the 

He asked i f  the TV f i l m  iu:.the calisule was l o s t .  There w a s  no 
TV. 
capsule. That is correct.  

Q: What did Alan Shepard =an when he said,  "Jose, don't cry too 
much?" 

A: Mr. Shepard is over here; you can ask him. 

Shepard: The question referred t o  a remark I made to relieve some 
tension on both ends of the line, short ly  a f t e r  Gus l i f t e d  of f ,  and it 
r e fe r s  to a record made by a night club en ter ta iner  who does a very clever 
b i t  en t i t l ed ,  "The Astronaut", 

Q: Captain G r i s s o l o ,  what made you decide t o  leave the capsule when the 
hel icopter  was  picking you up7 
over to the carrier? 

Uhy didn't  you s t ay  i n  the capsule and r ide  

A: This is an operational procedure tha t  we have decided on. 
hel icopter  p i l o t s  are a pre t ty  dedicated bunch, and they have decided if 
they pick a capsule up with one of us i n  it and they should lose an engine, 
j u s t  as the fellow did yesterday, tha t  they w i l l  s ac r i f i ce  themselves and the 
hel icopter  t o  get the capsule back on the w a t e r  safely.  So, it seemed t o  the 
group of us, the bes t  thing we can do is t o  ge t  up into the hel icopter  with 
them and then i f  they do have an engine problem, they can not only save us, 
they can j e t t i s o n  the capsule and save the whole crew. 
reasonable thing fo r  me t o  do. 

The 

This seemed like a 

Q: Do you reconmiend tha t  the explosive hatch not be used i n  future  
capsules? 

A: No, I cer ta in ly  don't recocenend that. 

Q: Did you have any trouble with communications? 

A: No, cormunications were very c l ea r  and very good the whole way. The 
W e  w e r e  only problem w e  had was when w e  switched from UHF radio t o  HF radio. 

f a i r l y  cer ta in  beforehand that th i s  wasn't going t o  vork due to  skip distances 
and a few other things. 
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Q: What w a s  your rate of descent? 

A: The rate of descent was  28 f ee t  per semnd. Very low. 

Q: Captain, Walt Schirra told me yesterday, that  you were supposed 
to  report  seeing s t a r s  while in  f l igh t .  

A: The reaaon I did not, I did not see any stars. 

Q: You told us before you did see one? 

A: I saw one s t a r  on launch, and we are p re t ty  w e l l  decided t h i s  w a s  
Capella. Dr. B i l l  Douglas figured out what star i t  w a s  - Capella, which is 
a f i r s t  order star. Maybe the reason I did not see them l a t e r  was  because 
looking out a t  the br ight  ear th  I jus t  wasn't able  t o  adapt rapidly enough 
t o  the black sky. 

Q: Do you have any explanation why t h i s  escape hatch came of f?  Is it  
possible you could have pressed against the plunger button? 

A: I am pre t ty  ce r t a in  i n  z q  own mind I did not because i t  is qui te  

That is about as good as I can do r igh t  now. 
d i f f i c d t  to  get to. 
over here, (indicating). 

I f  I were lying on the couch now, it would be way 

Q: Captain, w h a t  do you f e e l  w a s  the most  important single thing you 
learned during the f l i g h t ?  

A: Of course, the view I had w a s  probably the f i n e s t  thing. There 
were l o t s  of things gained from the f l i g h t .  
portant thing, I am not sure how you go about th i s .  

How you pick out the most im- 

Q: You mentioned the f ac t  you divided your a t t en t ion  momentarily from 
the problem of keeping up with your work. 
own performance? 

Did you f e e l  s a t i s f i e d  with your 

A: I am not sure how I go about answering that .  I w a s  ra ther  fascinated 
by the view outside, and I neglected t o  do some of the things inside the cap- 
su le  that were l e s s  fascinat ing -- I guess I could put i t  t h i s  way. 

Q: Do you f e e l  now that  you have made a suborbital  f l i g h t  that you 
a r e  h'etter qual i f ied to  make the o rb i t a l  f l i g h t ?  

A: This is a question for someone else t o  answer -- I f e l t  a l l  along 
I w a s  qual i f ied to  make an o r b i t a l  f l i g h t ,  j u s t  l i k e  six other  guys Over here. 

Q: I n  addition to  the hatch, what other things do you f e e l  need to  be 
restudied a s  a r e su l t  of your f l i gh t?  

A: Well, t h i s  capsule functioned perfect ly  up t o  that t i m e ,  w e  did not 
have a malfunction any place along the l ine .  
tha t  w e  might like later on, sometime. 
on our helmet, or f i l t e r  on the helmet, so i f  the sun does come in,  w e  can 
block i t  out rapidly. John and I went over gome of these things t h i s  morntng. 
Maybe you can r eca l l ,  (looking at Glem). 

There are a few recommendations 
Maybe we need some s o r t  of sun shield 

, 
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GLJ3NK: 
up a couple of times. 
what ranges we can expect t o  operate with HF radio, as opposed t o  the UHF, o r  
l i n e  of s ight  radio, which involves skip distances and things l i k e  tha t ,  atmos- 
pheric conditions which w e  cer ta inly want t o  look into a l i t t l e  b i t  more. I 
think Gus f e l t  sometimes on the control system he did not ge t  qui te  the reaction 
he wanted, so we want t o  look into tha t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

W e  want t o  look into the HF radio problem again. That has come 
And we  want t o  check on these skip distances, and exactly 

There are some chances, tha t  with what he experienced on landing and some 
of the problems with s t raps  and the method which we r e t a in  ourselves i n  the 
couch, tha t  w e  may want t o  make a f e w  changes on strapping arrangements, with 
less chance of them get t ing tangled up or  get t ing entwined i n  each other.  

I think those are the major ones w e  had. He f e l t  perhaps i n  the control 
system, i n  addition to  not get t ing qui te  the react ion he wanted maybe a t  times 
there w a s  a l i t t l e  tendency t o  over control,  -- other  words a l i t t l e  b i t  of 
slop i n  the system -- and perhaps he went a l i t t l e  too f a r  and didn ' t  get  any 
reaction, and all a tanaehe  would get qui te  a b i t  of reaction. 
f ind out i f  t h i s  can be tightened up or  a l lev ia ted  i n  any way. 

W e  want t o  

Q: Did you even consider a f lo ta t ion  device i n  the capsule? 

A: GLENN: A t  one t i m e  i n  the ear ly  stages of design of the 
capsule, i n  f a c t  the f i r s t  capsule tha t  w a s  being b u i l t ,  w e  had large f lo t a t ion  
bags up around the tower area, the parachute area, the cyl indrical  section of 
the capsule. These w e r e  actual ly  p a r t  of the design and t h i s  went through the 
t e s t s  and water worked on them t o  see what type of f lo t a t ion  w e  needed. 
area, however, f o r  o r b i t a l  f l i g h t ,  where the heating ge ts  a l o t  more severe 
then it w a s  on t h i s  f l i g h t ,  the bags up in  tha t  area take qui te  a b i t  of heat 
and i t  would be very d i f f i c u l t  t o  insulate  them and keep them operable i n  tha t  
area. 

Y e s ,  we did. 

In tha t  

So w e  decided that  since w e  were going to have a impact bag down below 
tha t  w e  w e r e  considering a t  t ha t  t i m e  and since it  did not appear w e  would 
r e a l l y  need the bags up there,  that w e  do away with them and save space and 
complexity -- the extra  insulation tha t  had t o  be put on i n  tha t  area. 

We haven't changed our opinion on these par t icular ly .  We think the 
problem tha t  Gus ran in to  with the hatch here can probably be solved reasonably 
and readi ly ,  w e  hope, by operational procedures. 

Q: You or  someone w a s  quoted by the newspapers as saying "Ge t  out of the 
b lank-blank capsule"? 

A: GRISSOM: I did not say t h a t  and I don't r eca l l  anyone saying th i s .  
I didn't need to  be told . . . 

Q: Did you have any problem with s t raps? 

A: I had no problem as I was ac tua l ly  ge t t ing  out of the capsule. While 
I w a s  laying there pr ior  to the t i m e  I cal led the hel icopters  t o  come i n  and get 
me, the chest s t r a p  and I think one of the shoulder s t raps  had gotten eatangled 



someway and had, caused a loop around one shoulder. 
the t i m e  because, as I said I had plenty of time then and I was taking my 
t i m e  ge t t ing  unstrapped. 
would have been a problem. 

This w a s  no problem a t  

I w a s  thinking then i f  I was i n  a hurry, t h i s  
It might have snagged me. 

What changes would you recommend i n  the hatch system, whether by Q: 
operational procedure o r  design changes? 

A: 
t i m e  we want the door to  go. 

I think, for one thing, we need t o  leave the saEety p i n  i n  till the 

Q: What would happen i f  the hatch came off a f t e r  booster burnout and 
I w a s  i n  a weightless condition? 

A: We have the pressure s u i t  t o  back us up in  t h i s  case. I f  we lose 
pressure i n  the capsule, t h i s  w i l l  take care of t h i s  case. It would have 
been a l l  r igh t ,  if would have been no problem. Not on a Redstone f l i g h t ,  no; 
on an A t l a s  f l i g h t ,  it would be different .  

Q: When do you have to go back t o  work? 

A: 

Col. Pmers: I think we  had better wind up. 

Tomorrow morning a t  eight o'clock. 

(Concluded a t  5r49 p. m.) 
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CORRECTION : 

On page 5 ,  the f igure i n  the third line of the second paragraph should read, 
quote 40 degree end quote instead of quote 14 degree end quote. 
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